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I am Rika Fukushima, a Japanese Student Advisor with over 20 years of experience living in New Zealand. |
studied abroad at a NZ high school, later attending a language school and earning a Professional Diploma in
Art and Design at a local university. | worked in photography and magazine editing for five years before
temporarily returning to Japan to gain professional experience, where | worked at a translation company and a
broadcasting station. Following the birth of our daughter in 2011, my Kiwi husband and | relocated back to NZ
where | undertook various freelance work from home while also gaining experience as a primary school
teacher aide and a high school librarian. In 2017, we moved to Taupd, where | continue my freelance work and
occasionally work at an art gallery.

Through my extensive experience in external/international relations in both Japan and NZ, | have learned a
foundational truth: when we approach others with sincerity and respect for their unique cultures and values, we
can always build a strong bond of trust. This philosophy forms the core of the support | offer to every student.
Living in Taupd—a vibrant community home to immigrants—offers a unique daily opportunity to experience a
rich tapestry of global cultures and perspectives. | believe that studying abroad is not just about learning a
language; it is about experiencing diversity firsthand. By embracing these new perspectives, students can form
deep, meaningful connections with the people they meet. Guided by the spirit of Ichigo Ichie (treasuring every
unique encounter), | am dedicated to helping students make the most of their journey, ensuring that every
connection becomes a rewarding, life-enriching experience for everyone involved.

Having studied abroad in NZ myself, | truly understand the feelings, challenges, and excitement that students
experience. My goal is to help them discover new interests throughout their journey and feel confident enough
to step out of their comfort zone. Naturally, | love taking care of others and hope to be a supportive,
approachable figure whom students can talk to about anything. At the same time, | deeply respect each
student’s unique personality, goals, and independence. My role is to guide them gently from the sidelines,
ensuring they have the space to grow self-reliantly. Furthermore, as a parent myself, | am fully committed to
providing the dedicated, thoughtful care that allows families back home to feel completely at ease.

Taupd has been a pioneer in sustainable community development since the 1990s, with both the public and
private sectors needless to say including the resident working hand in hand. Guided by a spirit of sustainable
coexistence, the people here are exceptionally open-minded and welcoming to everyone. As someone who fell
in love with this beautiful lakeside town and its community, | truly look forward to the day | can help
international students experience all the wonderful charms Taupod has to offer.



